Our voice

April 2004 San Jose, Costa Rica Md Il - Nissan |5764
EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL ASSEMBLY
There will be an Extraordinary General Assembly, held
in conjunction with the Board of Directors meeting
scheduled for April 19, 2004, at 6:30 p.m., to vote on a
specific change to the Rules & Regulations of
Cementerio B’nei Israel. The Cemetery Committee has Tuesday, April 6:
undertaken a major improvement project to the Communi ty Seder
cemetery grounds. The Committee has suggested, and
the Board has approved, that in connection with this April 14 & 21:
project the existing marble grave plagues be re-installed M ni - Cour se:

in a manner to prevent further erosion of their
inscriptions and to provide run-off for rainwater and
mud. The change is as follows:

ARTICLE VIII:  MONUMENTS, GRAVESTONES AND

MARKERS

8.02 - All plots will be marked by the placement of a marble
plague, placed in cement, which shall be laid fiush-with
theturf at a height of three centimeters above the turf at
the bottom of the plaque and at a height of six centimeters
above the turf at the top of the plaque.

You may vote in person at the meeting or you may vote
by telephone, email (congbnei@racsa.co.cr) or fax 231-5787.
If you vote by phone, fax, or email, please do so no later
than April 15, 2004. Thank you.
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Rabbi Holzman is eager
to hear from members
of the community.

If you have questions
or comments, or you
would just like to meet
with the Rabbi, please
call the office or send
an e-mail to:
congbnei@racsa.co.cr

We look forward to
hearing from you!

KOI ei &Uvoi ce

The Koleinu: Our Voiceisa
publication of B’nei Israel and
Is an open forum for the
expression of ideas and
opinions. Input and
submissions by all members of

the B’nei Israel community are
welcome.

Editor-in-Chief:
Ines Baum
Editorial Steff:
Hildaten Brink
Marvin Sossin
Jason Marin
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Message from the Rabbi mm

MESSAGE FROM OUR RABBI

Dear Hevreh,

In last month’s bulletin an editorial appeared concerning the issue of hiring a gay rabbi. |
am not going to fully address the issue of homosexuality here and | am certainly the very last
person who should voice an opinion about who B’nei Israel decides to hire as the next rabbi. But
| do want to introduce one concept to the conversation, a concept that relates to homosexuality
but is a part of a much larger question.

A number of people have come to me and said that they respect homosexuals and the life
choices that they have made, but that hiring a gay rabbi would not be the right gesture at this time.
They say that right now, in 2004/5764, the Costa Rican Jewish community and the larger Costa
Rican culture are simply not ready for a gay member of the clergy. Some even say that maybe in
ten or twenty years Costa Rican Jews and non-Jews might be ready, but not right now.

That analysis may or may not be true; there is really no way to know for sure. But my
question is how will the Costa Rican community ever be “ready” if everyone keeps saying “they’re
not yet ready”? The bigger question is what is the role of a synagogue in relation to the larger
culture? Do we follow the trends of the larger culture even when they contradict our deeper
values (and | am not declaring what those values are right now, but we certainly have some) or do
we stick to our values even if they are counter-cultural? If we wait for the bigger culture to change,
then how much do we really believe in our own values? How much integrity do we have if we are
not willing to take those first steps even when those around us disagree?

These questions lie at the core of Pesach, which we celebrate this month. Pesach is not
only the story of liberation from slavery, but it is also the story of a small group of people, maybe
only two people, who were willing to stand up to the surrounding culture. What is amazing about
the Egyptian slavery is not that it was brutal or inhumane. Instead what is amazing is that nobody
stopped it before Moses. Why did they wait so long? We find the answers in the Ten Plagues.
The culture of slave and master was so ingrained in the Egyptians and the Israelites that God had
to send not just one or two or three plagues, but the Ten Plagues to change the culture. Even
when Pharaoh was ready to relent, God knew that the culture was not ready, so God “hardened
Pharaoh’s heart” in order that God could bring another plague and change more ingrained minds.
People become immersed in a system, in a culture, and they are afraid to take the first steps and
to change.

That is why we have a Seder each year, so that we remember that we were once slaves in
Egypt, we once suffered at the hands of a larger culture. The Seder teaches our children and
reminds us to change, to improve, to find the courage to work against that larger culture, and to
create a better world. Many people said to Moses, “Not now, they are not ready, just wait, maybe
in ten or twenty years . . .” and thank God he did not listen.
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The decisions of homosexuality in the community and on the bimah are decisions for the
entire community. | am not declaring a decision here. That is not my role. But | am saying that,
sometimes, on some issues, we cannot hide behind the larger culture. Instead our task is to take
a step forward, like Nachshon stepping in the Sea of Reeds, and make the larger culture follow
us.

Hag Kasher v’'Sameach,

Rabbi Michael Holzman

PESACH

COMMUNITY SEDER

Date: Tuesday, April 6
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Place: San Jose Palacio Hotel

Members:

Adults: $28

Children over 3 years old: $10
Children under 3 years old: free

Visitors:

Adults: $40

Children fover 3 years old: $20
Children under 3 years old: free

Please make your reservations with Mayra
at the Synagogue,tel. 231-5243,

before March 31.




Letters to the Congregation

PRESS RELEASE

JEWISH COMMUNAL LEADERSHIP HOPEFULS
CAN APPLY FOR THE INTERNATIONAL NAHUM GOLDMANN FELLOWSHIP
TO BE HELD IN SOUTH AMERICA, November 8 - 18, 2004

NEW YORK — Young men and women interested in pursuing roles as Jewish communal leaders can now apply
to attend the International Nahum Goldmann Fellowship, a worldwide leadership training program. The ten
day program is sponsored by the Memorial Foundation for Jewish Culture, which will cover the entire cost of each
participant’s stay at the seminar.

The Fellowships, named after the late Dr. Nahum Goldmann, founder of the Memorial Foundation for Jewish
Culture, were launched in 1987 to provide potential communal leaders ages 25-40 with an intensive exposure to
Jewish life and culture. The fourteenth International Nahum Goldmann Fellowship will take place from
November 8 - 18, 2004 at the Hotel Nirvana in the Swiss Colony, Uruguay, located between Montevideo and
Buenos Aires. Previous Nahum Goldmann Fellowships were held in Western Europe, Russia, Australia and
South America. More than 500 men and women from Jewish communities on six continents have successfully
completed the previous Fellowship programs.

The Nahum Goldmann Fellowship Program seeks to train the most talented and intellectually gifted young
Jewish men and women for cultural advancement and Jewish communal leadership. The Fellowship program
provides an intensive experience in Jewish living and learning. Some 45 applicants from academia, the professions
and Jewish communal life who have shown serious interest in Jewish learning and have demonstrated potential for
personal growth and community leadership will be selected as 2004 Fellows.

Dr. Jerry Hochbaum, executive vice-president of the Memorial Foundation, noted that the Fellowships are designed
to increase the participants’ knowledge and deepen their understanding of Jewish history, culture, thought and
contemporary Jewish life. “The goal is for the Fellows to contribute to the Jewish community and to become
leaders in Jewish communal institutions throughout the world.”

The Nahum Goldmann Fellowship program will include lectures, small group discussions, seminars, and workshops
in Jewish identity, community and text study. A variety of cultural events and extra-curricular activities will supplement
the academic program.

The distinguished faculty will include Prof. Jack Wertheimer, Provost, Jewish Theological Seminary, New York;
Prof. Arnold Eisen, Dept. of Religious Studies, Stanford University, U.S.A; Prof. Uri Simon, Prof. of Bible, Bar-llan
University; Prof. Vivian Mann, Jewish Museum, New York; Prof. Shalom Rosenberg, Professor of Jewish Philosophy
and Thought, Hebrew University; Prof. Jacob J. Schacter, Dean, Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik Institute, Boston, Ma.;
Prof. Haim Avni, Institute of Contemporary Jewry, Hebrew University; Dr. Steven Bayme, Director, Contemporary
Jewish Life, American Jewish Committee; Prof. Binyamin Ish Shalom, Rector, Beit Morasha, Jerusalem; Mrs.
Rina Rosenberg, Clinical Psychologist, Jerusalem; and Mrs. Shana Schacter, Psychologist.

Persons wishing to participate in the Fellowship should contact Dr. Jerry Hochbaum, Executive Vice President,
Memorial Foundation for Jewish Culture, 50 Broadway, 34" floor, New York, NY 10004, [phone: (212) 425-6606;
fax: (212)425-6602; email: office@mfjc.org] to request an application. Also visit our website at ‘www.ngfp.ord.
Applications must be completed and returned to the Foundation no later than May 31, 2004. The selection of

Fellows will be announced in the summer of 2004.

kkkkkkkkhkkkk

The Memorial Foundation for Jewish Culture, the only international body solely dedicated to advancing Jewish
cultural activities worldwide, was established in 1965 with reparations funds from the government of West Germany.
Since its formation, the Foundation has allocated close to eighty million dollars to promote Jewish cultural activity.
train scholars, educators and communal workers and intensify Jewish culture in Jewish communities on six
continents.
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THE MEMORIAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE

Is now accepting applications for the

INTERNATIONAL NAHUM GOLDMANN FELLOWSHIP
IN LATIN AMERICA

The Nahum Goldmann Fellowship is an intensive experience
in Jewish LEARNING, LIVING AND LEADERSHIP
for Jewish men and women from around the world.

The 14" International Nahum Goldmann Fellowship will take place in
Uruguay from November 8 to 18, 2004

ELIGIBILITY: Young men and women (25-40) who demonstrate motivation
and interest in Jewish learning and living, capacity for individual growth,
current professional and communal achievements, and leadership potential
are eligible to apply.

All expenses except travel are covered by the Foundation.

The Fellowship program is divided into lectures, seminars and workshops to allow maximum discussion
and involvement of the fellows, as well as recreational activities and Jewish cultural events.

Topics will include:

Lessons of Jewish History

Zionism in a Post-Zionist Era
Models of Leadership in the Bible
Latin American Jewry: A Comparison With Other Diaspora Communities
Symbiosis and Creativity: A New View of Jewish Art
New Paradigms and Priorities for Jewish Culture

Raising Jewish Consciousness in the 21t Century

For more information and to obtain an application form, please contact

Dr. Jerry Hochbaum
The Memorial Foundation for Jewish Culture, 50 Broadway, New York, NY 10004;

6 Application deadline is May 31, 2004
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PASSOVER GREETINGS from Rabbi Marvin Hier

Simon Wiesenthal Center — www.wiesenthal.com

s we approach Passover, the Festival of Freedom, | can tell you this has been a very
difficult year for Jews and for the State of Israel.

We are still confronted with the fact that the instruments of the United Nations are always used
against Israel, but not once in its entire history has the United Nations ever condemned an
Islamic terrorist organization like Hamas, Islamic Jihad, al Agsa Brigades by name in wave after
wave of suicide bombing attacks on Israeli civilians.

Can you believe that the International Court of Justice, which has never convened to condemn
Islamic terrorists and suicide bombings, did convene to rule on whether Israel has the right to defend
herself from terrorism, by erecting a security wall?

Can you believe that the mastermind of Hamas terrorist activities, Sheikh Ahmad Yassin who
had never been condemned by the United Nations for the terrorism he unleashed that resulted in the
murder and maiming of thousands of innocent women and children,was memorialized by a UN Hu-
man Rights Commission resolution which condemns Israel for assassinating him?

Can you believe that the Palestinian leaders called
Yassin one of the great leaders of their people, that the
flags were flown at half-mast in the Palestinian territo-
ries and that Arafat called for three days of public
mourning for him?

What would have happened if following the mur-

der of Meyer Kahane, (who had been banished from

On March 27 2004, “Eleftherotypia” ran thiscartoon: The the Knesset for his extremist VIEWS), the St_ate of Is-

Woman on the left asks: “Why didthe Jewish rael would have announced three days of pUb“C mourn-
Government kill a religious leader?” Theman answers: . :

“They were practicing for Easter.” ing? Every country in the world would have resound-
ingly condemned Israel. But for Sheik Yassin, the arch
terrorist, antisemite and murderer of Jews, only eulo-
gies, compassion and understanding.

And meanwhile in Europe, horrible antisemitic cartoons, like the one published in a Greek news-
paper poison attitudes towards Israel and the Jewish people. It is this dangerous double standard and
hypocrisy that the Simon Wiesenthal Center is fighting on the frontlines, in Brussels, in New York and
in Geneva.

We cannot carry on this fight alone. We need your financial support and help. As we celebrate
Passover together with our families and thank G-d for the freedoms we enjoy, take a moment to re-
member what Simon Wiesenthal said, "Freedom is not a gift from heaven, we must fight for it
every day." Help us carry on that fight by sending in a contribution to support the work of the Simon
Wiesenthal Center.



