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ARVIT PURIM SERVICE
READING OF THE MEGILLAH
Thursday, March 24, at 6:30 p.m.

Be sure to come in costumes!

PURIM CARNIVAL
Sunday, April 3

Another costume event!!
Time and  place - to be announced

COMMUNITY PESACH SEDER
Sunday, April 24

Time and place - to be announced
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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR:

This month, I made a discovery.  I do not have to do penance anymore whenever I have to translate articles into
English.  Now we have an English proofreader, quick and helpful, with enough patience and good will to revise four
articles in a row.  So, I extend a heartfelt thank you to ELLEN ZINDLER.  She didn t know what she was doing when
she accepted the job, but alas...!   I m really glad that she did. Inés Baum

(If there is any mistake in this note, it is because my new proofreader didn t check it out!!)

http://www.bnei-israel.org
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President

Dear Member,

Our community is currently going through one of the most important phases of our
history.  We have welcomed our wonderful Rabbis, Daniela and Rami, and the impact on
the community has been enormous.

For many years we have had a very solid base.  However, on top of this base we
have increased the number of our members, attendance at services, participation in
programs and, in general, the level of energy and excitement.

We have always had a dynamic Hebrew school for teaching our children, but now
we have more classes and activities for the adolescents, those who are of an age where it
is so important to bring them closer to the synagogue.

For years we have had a cemetery which plays a fundamental role in the Jewish life
cycle, and now we have a well trained Chevrah Kadishah that offers support to our
community at such important moments.

Our Sisterhood has always been active, but now they are meeting more frequently
and their attendance is larger.

Our Rabbis have showed us dynamic and energetic ways to live our culture and
strengthen our sense of community.  One great example of this is the Rikkudim (Israeli
dancing) group.

Our projects for the future are based on the goal of involving
more people in community life, so that Judaism and our congregation
will be relevant in their daily life.  We are sure that we are on the
right path to achieve this goal.

L Shalom,

David Feingold

MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT
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Rabbis Colum n

This is the 2nd article of the series written by Rabbis Daniela Szuster and Rami Pavolotzky,
explaining various laws, customs, and rituals practiced in our synagogue during religious services.

The rabbis will gladly answer, in this forum, any other questions and concerns sent in by our members.

Rabbi Rami Pavolotzky

Introduction

The Amidah is the central prayer of the Jewish religious service.  It is recited three times a day on
common days, four times on festival days and on Shabbat, and five times on Yom Kippur.  During the Mishnah
epoch it was known simply as ha-tefillah, the prayer par excellence.  It is so important that the prayers recited
before the Amidah are considered just a preparation for it.

There is much to say about the Amidah, but I will confine myself to answer two basic questions:   Why
do we stand up to say the Amidah and why do we recite the Amidah in silence?

1)   Why do we stand up to recite the Amidah?

Amidah, in Hebrew, literally means to stand up .   Traditionally, the Amidah is the moment when
people stand up to speak with their creator.  The person praying the Amidah is compared to a slave speaking
with his master, or a subject addressing his king.  To stand up is a sign of respect to G-d, and also an image
expressing the devotion with which the Amidah should be recited.

Not only must we stand up to say the Amidah, but ideally we should stand with our feet together
(Orach Haim 95:1) since, according to pious Jews, that is the position adopted by angels when they pray to G-
d, for whom it is written:  their feet were straight feet (Ezequiel 1:7).

2)   Why is the Amidah recited in silence?

One of the best known prayers that appear in the Tanakh is the one Hannah says begging over her
barrenness:  only her lips moved, but her voice could not be heard (Samuel I 1:13).  The Talmud sages state
about this verse:  hence we learn that whoever prays (the Amidah) must move his lips, but his voice must not
be heard.  That is why it is prohibited to pray (the Amidah) aloud (Berachot 31a).

The Amidah is considered an intimate moment of dialogue with G-d, and since He is the One that
knows how to listen to a person s heart , saying the Amidah aloud is considered by tradition as a sign of scant
faith.  Sincerely faithful people address G-d in an undertone, knowing He listens to what they have in their
hearts.

May G-d grant us the capacity of transforming the moment in which we recite the Amidah into moments
of devotion and good faith.  That we may stand up in thanks and supplication, speaking from our hearts.

(Translated by Inés Baum)

TWO FEATURES OF THE AMIDAH
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Editorial

THE STATE OF THE UNION
George Bush and I have some policy differences.  But we both share a love for our Unions.  There may

be some slight differences of size and power between the United States and the UJCL but, in my mind and
heart and sense of dedication to the values for which they stand, they each rate about equally.

The history  of  both entities teach us that the key to success of any institution has to do with the need
that triggered its formation.  From the point of its foundation, its growth and impact on those who are a part of
it depends on its leadership, luck, and how it reacts to times of crises.

The 8th annual conference of the UJCL, in El Salvador, was a wonderful experience.  I can also tell
you that it was a watershed moment of our history.  There were 220 of us who attended, from 13 countries,
including 50 of our youth.  Our youth conference, only 4 years old, has grown from 8, to 18 to 28 and 50.  I
wish my stocks moved so high, so fast.  And certainly, the number of participants was the highest ever.

But, we don t judge these yearly events only on a quantitave basis.  It s the feeling you have while you
are there.  Claudio Kahn, the Salvadorian Congregation President, Rabbi Dani Zang and the Salvadorian
community went all out to provide the planning and the guest speakers, programs and ambience, both in the
mountains and in the capital city, that made this event a memorable experience.

Most importantly for me, were the times I spent with people from the Central American and Caribbean
areas that I have come to know and count as my close friends and partners.  We talked together, planned
together, danced together, and joined together as one community.

Rabbi Mordechai Kaplan, who was the founder of the Reconstructionist movement, wrote a book
called Judaism as a Civilization.  In that book he states that the significant reason for our long history and the
certainty of our future, are our ties to Israel, the nation, and the fact that we have built a civilization out of the
seeds of religious belief.  I would add that our disbursement in the far corners of the world, assures that we will
survive and thrive for many centuries to come.

Our region is, by any standard, a far corner of the world.  Rabbi Dow Marmur, formerly Executive
Director of World Union of Progressive Judaism, once characterized our region as the most remote in the
world.  It is true that we are a Union of small, liberal communities, almost specks in the huge population centers
and thousand of miles and sea that part us geographically.  But this Union, the UJCL, has brought us together.
I belong to B nai Israel and see my community brothers and sisters most Shabbat evenings.  But, even more
importantly, I belong and participate in the Union; and Jack from Salvador (Jack Davidson, our new President)
and Martha from Aruba, and Julieta from Panama and familiar faces from all the countries present; they are my
family now.  I embrace them and I love them  even if I only see them once a year.

So God bless the Union.  Next year in Guadalajara.

With love,
Marvin Sossin
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T hank You Let t er

by Phil Gelman

In the aftermath of the Indian Ocean tsunami which claimed more than 200,000 lives across Asia and Africa, we
appealed to our congregation to reach out to assist those in need, and to do our share to promote tikkun olam, the repair
of a broken world.  To facilitate the process, we contacted the Thai Jewish community, asked how they planned to help, and
offered to join them in their efforts.

Our friends in Thailand informed us that they had chosen to donate to the King s Foundation, the most well-known and
highly respected charitable organization in the country.  Known in Thai as The Rajaprajanugroh Foundation under Royal
Patronage, the organization has the following objectives:

To give necessary assistance to deprived children whose families were victims of storm disaster in the southern
part of Thailand during October 1962 (Laem Talumpuk, Pak Phanang District, Nakon Si Thammarat Province).

To help relieve victims of any disaster in Thailand when the government budget is not available or in case of
emergency.

To render assistance to the people who suffer from other problems and difficulties as considered appropriate and
approved by the executive committee, with the endorsement of the president of the foundation.

The foundation announced that resources obtained for relief activities in this current disaster would be channeled
towards providing tsunami orphans with education and appropriate care. 

We were joined in the fund-raising effort by Congregation Beth Israel of Aruba.  All told, 17 families and/or individuals  
11 from B´nei Israel and six from Beth Israel  contributed, for a total of $4,500.  To all who participated, we say kol ha-

kavod, and thank you.

******************

February 9, 2005

Dear Mr. Feingold, 

Shalom and Greetings from the Kingdom of Thailand.  As President of the Jewish Association of Thailand it is my
honor and great pleasure to thank you for your generous contribution to the relief of the victims of the Tsunami disaster
here in Thailand.  These funds will be forwarded to H. M. The King s Foundation where they will be used to provide homes
and education for the many orphans of this terrible tragedy.  

Your contribution reflects the highest values of our faith and I quote the words of our community Rabbi, Yosef
Chaim Kantor,  I have read with great appreciation the combined efforts of the Jewish communities of Costa Rica and
Aruba in channeling funds to the Kings Foundation via The Jewish Association of Thailand.  Indeed we need to offer our
gracious thanks to the persons who have made this shidduch possible.  This very generous donation will definitely help
the relief efforts in this Kingdom, as well as generating Kiddush Hashem - highlighting the compassionate and charitable
aspects of Judaism as mandated by our Torah - to reach out to help to any human being in need .  

The Jewish Association of Thailand feels privileged to relay your donation to the H. M. The King s Foundation.
Please accept our deepest thanks. 

 With warm regards, 
Michael Gerson
President
Jewish Association of Thailand

TSUNAMI UPDATE
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         UJCL

8th UJCL Convention
TO BE OR NOT TO BE

San Salvador, El Salvador
January 27-30, 2005

There were 215 people in attendance at this 8th convention:  165 adults and 50 youngsters from
Aruba, Costa Rica, Cuba, Panama, Surinam, Mexico, El Salvador, Guatemala, etc.

Thursday, January 27:

We all began arriving around 3 p.m.
at the Hotel Radisson s lobby in San
Salvador, where we completed the
inscription process.  That was my first
opportunity to see some of my friends from
the El Salvador community, whom I hadn t
seen for a few years.  Pleasant memories
and sentiments filled my heart remembering
the years we lived there, when we also took
part in the organization of the previous
convention held in El Salvador.  After getting
up to date with all my friends news, we got
ready for the Welcoming Cocktail Party and
afterwards, the 1317 miles game.  During
the cocktail party, we had the pleasure of watching the youth group s Rikkudim from the Salvadorian community,
which was great.  The game was fun, entertaining and educational, dealing with our religious origins.  Around
11 p.m. we retired to our rooms, since the next day s program was supposed to begin very early.

Friday, January 28:

After breakfast, around 7 a.m., we boarded buses to go to the town of Apaneca, some 150 kms. from
San Salvador, where the activities planned for that day would be held.  The trip was spectacular; we had an
official guide and a spontaneous one (for those who were in my bus), who explained many things, from

geography to history.  The place, an old farm transformed into a hotel and meeting center, was a fantastic
framework for the day s meetings, presentations and seminars, even though at some times, especially after
lunch, we would have preferred to walk a bit instead of sitting to listen to a conference.  But well, that s why we
were there.  During the delegations presentations, the people from Cuba won a big ovation, without slighting
the achievements of all the other countries.

Around 4 p.m., once the items programmed for that day were over, we boarded the buses and (those
who wanted) drove to the village of Ataco, well known for its arts and crafts.  We had little time, but we were
able to visit one small shop and a few looms, where we bought tablecloths, napkins, etc.  As souvenirs.


